Freemasons Charity

At work in the
Community

Governor Visits Freemasons
Foundation Centre For Men’s Health
In his capacity as Patron in Chief of the Freemasons Foundation Centre for Men’s Health,
His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of South Australia recently paid a
Vice Regal visit to the FFCMH at Freemasons Hall on Monday 24th April. As guest of the FFCMH he
met with Patrons and Centre researchers and also took time to visit the Freemasons Foundation.

Epworth gives
Freemasonry a shot

KATIE’S BIG CHEQUE FOR
WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE
While Marg McGee didn’t want to admire her
handiwork in cutting Katie Tucker’s long locks,
members of the Foundation’s Board gathered
to present her with a cheque for $1,500 prior
to their regular Board meeting. Congratulations
Katie – a mighty effort for the World’s Biggest
Shave to raise funds for the Leukaemia Foundation
supported by the Lewis Lodge of Brighton in
partnership with the Freemasons Foundation.

It was a great pleasure to have recently
attended EPWORTH LODGE NO 159 at
their regular meeting to witness a dynamic
Lodge with energy and enthusiasm in action
- and to receive a donation of $400 from
their recent “Give Freemasonry a Shot”
shooting event with the winning team
taking home the coveted Epworth Cup.
But the real winning team were the
members of Epworth Lodge with inspiring
leadership from their Worshipful Master
Michael Mango to their most junior
members.
A love of Freemasonry and fellowship on
display. Proceeds go towards Men’s Health
through the FFCMH.

FF VICE CHAIRMAN APPOINTED
TO GRAND LODGE BOARD OF
MANAGEMENT
The Board of the Foundation congratulates
Foundation Vice Chairman John Behenna on
his appointment to the Board of Management of
Grand Lodge as a Grand Master’s appointment.
John is a director of Masonic Charities Pty Ltd
and is also a member of the Advisory Committee.

SOME RECENT CHARITABLE ASSISTANCE
	At the last FF Board meeting, the
following Lodge sponsored charitable
assistance projects were sponsored.

>	
$1,000 to RFDS (DGR) for remote emergency
services. Project sponsored by the 88 Masters
Association with a donation of $500.

>	
$1,000 to The Fred Hollows Foundation
(DGR) for eye surgery for disadvantaged
people. Project sponsored by the 88 Masters
Association with a donation of $500.

> $
 1,000 Alzheimers Australia SA (DGR)
for general research and support. Project
sponsored by the 88 Masters Association with
a donation of $500.

>	
$1,000 to Parkinsons SA Inc (DGR) to
support sufferers remaining in the workforce.
Project sponsored by the 88 Masters
Association with a donation of $500.

>	
$760 to Cancer Care Centre (DGR) to
purchase library material for the use and
support of cancer victims.

The charitable arm of the Grand Lodge of South Australia and the Northern Territory

>	
$1,500 to Leukemia Foundation (DGR)
for disease research. Project sponsored
by Lewis Lodge of Brighton with donations
of $1,120.
> $
 750 to Strathalbyn Suicide Prevention
Group to prevent youth suicide. Project
sponsored by Lodge Baden Powell with a
donation of $750.
> $
 750 to Beyond Blue sponsored by
Lodge Baden Powell
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A message from the Freemasons Foundation Chairman

Dispelling the Myths
In my professional life, and quite some years
before joining Freemasonry, I worked with both
the Freemasons Foundation and the Masonic
Homes over a long period of time. This gives me a
unique insight into both organisations. It has been
my involvement with the Freemasons Foundation
that has had particular resonance with me.
Prior to joining the Craft, I helped rebadge the
Foundation with a new more contemporary logo
and corporate image, and also designed and
printed the new look Annual Reports. For those
who may not be aware, I am a Lewis and, after
joining Freemasonry, I continued my involvement
with the Foundation firstly as a member,
then elected to the Board and serving as Vice
Chairman, before being appointed Chairman by
the Grand Master last year.
I provide this background perspective as I am
moved to make the following comments. This
arises from a number of Freemasons who have
advised me that the Foundation has been the
target of malicious and misinformed gossip,
rumour and innuendo which undermines the
credibility and standing of both the Freemasons
Foundation and members of its Board. I cannot
allow this situation to continue unaddressed.
Therefore, for the record, let me dispel these
myths and untruths by stating the following:
Sale of Masonic Homes
Yes, the Freemasons Foundation does have a
decided interest in the disposition of charitable
funds generated from the sale of Masonic
Homes. The Foundation is also interested to
know and understand the nature and extent
of activities to be undertaken by the newly
established Masonic Charities and to ensure
that there is no unnecessary duplication in
the activities of the two organisations. The
sale of Masonic Homes is an historical fact.
The Foundation’s position is that it will work
cooperatively and as part of a team to ensure

and enhance the philanthropic objectives of our
Grand Lodge as a whole.
It remains a difficult and protracted process, but it
is unfortunate that the Foundation, the charitable
arm of Freemasonry, has become a target of
individuals clearly performing a great disservice
to the reputation of our great Grand Lodge.
The Foundation is financially sound.
All unsecured loans held on behalf of Lodges are
preserved and safe. This is clearly shown by the
Foundation’s Balance Sheet and this position has
not changed for many years. The net assets of
the Foundation have not significantly declined
in the last nine years, despite funding the
Freemasons Foundation Centre for Men’s Health
at $300,000 per annum for the past ten years,
whilst also expending approximately $65,000 on
Lodge charitable projects and a further $84,000
on education scholarships and grants – per year.
That is over $444,000 while largely preserving
our corpus as indicated.
Through our investment strategy and careful
management, for the past six years, our return
on equity is 17.6%, while the RBA official cash
rate has ranged from 4.75% in 2011 to 1.5%
last year.
The Foundation is non-partisan in the
forthcoming election of Grand Master.
This matter has not been raised in any way
or discussed by the Foundation’s Board. The
Foundation has no position on either candidate.
As the Grand Master correctly advised in
his eloquent oration at the April Annual
Communication of Grand Lodge, RW Bro Neil
Jensen has exercised his democratic right to
nominate in accordance with the Constitution.
The men who nominated RW Bro Jensen
are Freemasons of the highest integrity and
standing. It is just coincidence that some are
valued members of the Foundation Board.

The Freemasons Foundation Inc
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Freemasons Foundation Centre for
Men’s Health.
The Freemasons Foundation Centre for Men’s
Health is the jewel in the crown of philanthropic
endeavours for the Grand Lodge of SA & NT.
This is so because the Freemasons Foundation
funds and supervises the Centre on behalf of the
Grand Lodge, and on behalf of every Freemason
in South Australia and the Northern Territory, not
just our members.
The Centre is internationally renowned and its
unmistakable branding with the name and livery
of Freemasonry enhances the reputation of
the Craft in South Australia and the Northern
Territory and the Centre and its achievements are
the envy of every other jurisdiction.
In the ten years of its existence, the Foundation
has provided funding of $300,000 per annum
($3 Million), matched by the University of
Adelaide. In turn, the FFCMH has received
national research grants totalling $24 Million – a
ratio of 8:1. FFCMH researchers have published
more than 300 peer-reviewed papers in
international health and medical journals – all
with recognition to both Freemasonry and the
FFCMH.
In partnership with the Grand Lodge Board of
Management, your Foundation is planning an
exciting future to market Freemasonry to the
wider community, with a vision for many years of
enhanced masonic philanthropy.
Let us embrace our future together as a
confident single and united body.
Andrew Lathlean
Chairman,
Freemasons Foundation Incorporated
amount of financial stress that students carry...
the remaining money will continue to provide
assistance towards the cost of my education until
I complete my degree and it truly has relieved me
of so much stress.

Legacy Scholarships 2017
Continuing a great tradition of supporting
Legacy Youth over many years, with President
Mark Bourchier the 2017 Freemasons Legacy
Scholarships were presented to the sons of
parents who are both veterans, Peter and
Sharon Krause. Perrin Krause, 23 years of age
is studying in his third year at University SA
in their Bachelor of Business Administration
programme, while younger brother Mackinley
(19) is in the second year of a Diploma in
Positive Psychology at Regency TAFE. They are
highly motivated and impressive young men
who have set themselves goals to be employed
in the fields of Business Management (music
industry) and Counselling. Each scholarship is
valued at $1,500 and is funded by generous
donations from our Lodges through our
annual Legacy Appeal.

The Foundation’s position on this election,
if it were to have one, would simply be an
expectation that of every Brother would vote
according to their conscience.

“I cannot thank the Foundation enough for their
generosity and I am grateful to have been a
recipient of the scholarship, which is an honour.

Rachel’s letter of thanks
“Last year I was fortunate enough to be a
recipient of one of the annual Freemasons
Legacy Scholarships through the Freemasons
Foundation. This $1,500 scholarship provided
me with much needed assistance towards
my education with things such as covering
the costs of my university amenities fees, text
books, and, in an overall sense, relieving the
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PRIORI FOR A REASON
Our Number One fundraiser RW Brother
Dario Priori has done it again with an
outstanding contribution of raising the
amazing amount of $10,600 with his bike
riding exploits for Men’s Health research
through the FFCMH. Phenomenal work.
Well done Dario – Priori for a reason.
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